Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.072; wR factor = 0.152; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.5.
Related literature
For the properties of Schiff bases compounds, see: Weber et al. (2007) . Chen et al. (2008) . May et al. (2004) H atoms treated by a mixture of independent and constrained refinement Á max = 0.22 e Å À3 Á min = À0.20 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
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Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: BX2261).
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Comment
Schiff bases compounds are of great interest in many fields of chemistry and biochemistry, primarily due to their importance in the development of coordination chemistry related to magnetism (Weber, et al., 2007) , catalysis (Chen, et al., 2008) and biological process (May, et al.,2004) . Here, we report the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound, (I). Table 1 ). The dihedral angle between the mean planes of the two aromatic rings is 2.62 (11) ° indicating that the Schiff-base ligand adopts a coplanar conformation.
In addition, two methyl groups are oriented to the same direction relative to the plane of the adjacent benzene ring. The crystal packing is stabilized by van der Waals interactions.
Experimental 4-aminobenzonitrile (0.590 g, 5 mmol)and 4-(diethylamino)-2-hydroxybenzaldehyde (0.996 g, 5 mmol) were dissolved in ethanol (20 ml). The reaction mixture was stirred for 6 h under reflux, and then cooled to room temperature slowly. The resulting yellow precipitate was filtered off and the yellow crystals of the title compound suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained from acetonitrile solution by slow evaporation.
Refinement
H atoms (for OH) were located in a difference Fourier map and refined isotropically. The remailing H atoms were located geometrically and treated as riding atoms with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C) for aromatic H atoms or 1.5 U eq (C) for methyl H atoms. 0.0304 (9) 0.0274 (9) 0.0234 (8) 0.0018 (7) 0.0091 (7) 0.0008 (7) N3 0.0390 (11) 0.0513 (13) 0.0398 (11) 0.0015 (9) 0.0168 (9) 0.0065 (9) C1 0.0295 (11) 0.0240 (10) 0.0239 (10) 0.0009 (8) 0.0096 (9) 0.0030 (8) C2 0.0259 (10) 0.0274 (11) 0.0263 (10) 0.0005 (8) 0.0078 (9) 0.0029 (8) C3 0.0331 (11) 0.0320 (12) 0.0248 (10) 0.0018 (9) 0.0125 (9) 0.0020 (8) C4 0.0369 (12) 0.0231 (11) 0.0260 (10) −0.0001 (9) 0.0091 (9) 0.0009 (8) C5 0.0288 (11) 0.0310 (11) 0.0301 (11) −0.0037 (9) 0.0069 (9) 0.0014 (9) C6 0.0311 (11) 0.0291 (11) 0.0292 (10) 0.0006 (9) 0.0133 (9) 0.0028 (8) supplementary materials sup-6 Fig. 1 
